15th Flora of Thailand Meeting, 7-11 Nov 2011
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Revising Etlingera (Zingiberaceae) for the Flora of Thailand: the scientific name of reo hom (เร่วหอม)
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The ginger genus Etlingera is widely distributed from India to the western Pacific. As a result of fieldwork conducted in recent years, 18 species of Etlingera are currently documented for Thailand. One of these has the local name reo hom and occurs in the southeastern provinces close to the Cambodian border. In this area, the rhizomes are commonly sold in markets for cooking in curries. Until recently, it was thought that the name E. pavieana, the type of which was collected in Cambodia, applied to this taxon but recent investigations in the literature, the field as well as in the Copenhagen herbarium have revealed that an older name in another genus applies.

